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Pauct dignofcere poffunt 











Vera bona, atquetllis:multum diverfa.— Juv. 
VLRO EBON T is a common obfervation, that 
END SAD Sy Go sty © ; bie eg? 
es ah though happinefs is every man’s aim, 


and though it is generally purfued 


paffion, yet few have acutenefs e- 
nough to difcover the points which 
would effectually procure the long-fought end. One 
cannot but wonder that fuch intenfe application as moft 
of us beftow on the cultivation of our favourite defires 
fhould yet leave us ignorant of the moft effential objects 
of our ftudy. For my part, I was fo early convinced of 
the truth of what I have afferted, that inftead of fearching 
for what would contribute moft to my own happinefs, I 
have {pent great part of my life in the ftudy of what May 
extend the enjoyment of others. That knowledge I flat- 
ter myfelf I have difcovered, and fhall now difclofe to the 
world. I beg to be attended to : I beg mankind will be- 
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lieve that I know better than any of them what will af- 
certain the felicity of their lives. Iam not going to im- 
part fo great (though fo often revealed) a fecret, as that 
it is religion or virtue: few would believe me; fewer 
would try the recipe. In fpite of the philofophy of the 
age, in fpite of the gravity of my character, and of the 
decency which I hope I have hitherto mo fanGimoni- 
oufly obferved, I muft avow my perfuafion, that the fen- 
fual pleafure of Love is the great cordial of life, and 
the only fpecific for removing the anxieties of our own 
paffions, or for fupporting the injuries and iniquitics 
which we fuffer from thofe of other men. 

© We rt! (fhall I be told) and is this your admirable 
‘© difcovery? Is this the ARcANuM that has cicaped 
“‘ the penetration of all enquires in all ages? What 
« other doctrine has been taught by the moft fenfible 
“ philofophers ? Was not this the text of the fermons of 
«< Eprcurus? Was not this the theory, and practice too, 
“< of the experienced Axtcisi1apEes? What other were 
“ the tenets of the fage lord RocuesrTer, or of the 
“ miffionary Saznt-EvREMONT ?”--It is very true ; and a 
thoufand other founders of fects, nay of religious orders, 
have taught--or at leaft practifed, the fame doGrines. But 
I pretend to introduce fuch refinements into the fyftem 
of fenfuality, as fhall vindicate the difcovery to myfelf, 
and throw ata diftance the minute philofophers, who (if 
they were my forerunners) only ferved to lead the 
world aftray. : 

HEAR then in one word the myfterious precept ! 
*© Young women are not the proper object of fenfual 
“© love: itis the MATRON, the HOARY FAIR who can 
‘* give, communicate, infure happinefs,” I might e- 
numerate a thoufand reafons to inforce my do¢trine, as 
the ficklenefs of youth, the caprices of beauty and it’s 
tranfient ftate, the jealoufy from rivals, the diftraction 
from having children, the important avocations of drefs, 
and the infinite occupations of a pretty woman, which 
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endanger or divide her fentiments from being always 
ved on the faithful lover ;. and none of which combat 
che affections of the grateful, tender, attentive MATRON. 
But as one example is worth a thoufand reafons, I fhall 
recommend my plan by pointing out the extreme hap- 
pinefs which has attended fuch difcreet heroes as are 
commemorated in-the annals of love for having offered 
up their hearts at ancient fhrines ; and I fhall clearly de- 
monftrate by precedents, that feveral ladies in the bloom 
of their wRINKLEs have infpired more lafting and more 
fervent paflions, than the greateft beauties who had 
{varce loft fight of their teens. The fair young crea- 
tures of the prefent hour will forgive a preference which 
is the refult of deep meditation, great reading, and ftrict 
impartiality, when they reflect, that they can fcarce con- 
trive to be young above a dozen years, and may be old 
for fifty or fixty; and they may believe me, that after 
forty they will value one lover more, than they do 
twenty now; a fenfation of happinefs, which they will 
find increafe as they advance in years. I cannot but ob- 
ferve with pleafure that the legiflature itfelf feems to 
coincide with my way of thinking, and has very pru- 
dently enacted that young ladies fhall not enter fo early 
into the bonds of love, when they are incapable of re- 
flection, and of all the ferious duties which belong to an 
union of hearts. A fentiment, which indeed our laws 
feem always to have had in view; for unlefs there was 
implanted in our natures a ftrong temptation towards 
the love of ELDERLY women, why fhould the very firft 
prohibition in the table of confanguinity forbid a man to 
marry his GRANDMOTHER? 

Tue firft heroine we read of, whofe charms were 
proof againft the injuries of time, was the accomplifhed 
(Saran: Ithink the moft moderate computations make 
her to be ninety when that wanton monarch ABIMELECH 
would have undermined her virtue. But as doubtlefs 
the obfervance of that virtue had been the great founda- 
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tion of the continuance of her beauty, and as the rigid- 


nefs of it rather exempts her from, than expofes her as 
an objet of my do@trine, I fhall fay no more of that 
lady. 

He en, the beautiful Heven, if there is any trufting 
to claflic parifh regifters, was fourfcore when Paris 
ftole her; and though the war lafted ten years after 
that on her account, monfieur Homer, who wrote 
their romance, does not give any hint of the gallant 
young prince having fhewed the leaft decay of paflion or 
fymptom of inconftancy : a fidelity, which in all proba- 
bility was at leaft as much owing to the experience of 
the dame, and to her knowledge in the refinements of 
pleafure, as to her bright eyes, unfaded complexion, or 
the everlafting lilies and rofes of her cheeks. 

I am not clear that length of years, efpecially in he- 
roic minds, does not increafe rather than abate the 
fentimental flame. The great ELizaseru, whole pafiton 
for the unfortunate earl of Essex is juftly a favourite 
topic with all who delight in romantic hiftory, was full 
fixty-eight when fhe condemned her lover to death for 
flighting her endearments. And, if I might inftance in 
our own fex, the charming, the meritorious ANTony 
was not far from feventy before he had fo much tate as 
to facrifice the meaner paffion of ambition, nay the 
world itfelf, to love. 

Bur it is in France, that kingdom fo exquifitely ju- 
dicious in the affairs of love, from whence we may copy 
the arts of happinefs, as well as their other difcoveries 
'n pleafure. The monarchs of that nation have more 
than once taught the world by their example, that a 
fine woman, though paft her grand climacteric, may 
be but juft touching the meridian of her charms. Henry 
the fecond, and Louis the fourteenth will be for ever 
memorable for the paffions they fo long felt for the 
duchefs of VALENTINOIS, and madame de MAINTENON. 
The former in the heat of youth and profpect of empire, 
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became a flave to the refpectable attractions of Diana 
pe PorT1eRs, many years after his injudicious father 
had quitted the poffeflion of her on the filly apprehen- 
fion that fhe was growing old: and to the laft moment 
of his life and reign, Henry was a conftant, jealous 
adorer of her ftill ripening charms. When the age was 

over-run with aftrology, fuperftition, bigotry and noti- 

ons of necromancy, king Henry ftill idolized a woman, 

who had not only married her grandaughter, then a ce- 

lebrated beauty, but who, if any other prince had reign- 

ed, was ancient enough to have come within the de- 

{cription of forcery : fo little de the vulgar diftinguith 

between the ideas of an old witch and a fine woman. 

The paffion of the other monarch was no lefs remarka- 

ble. That hero, who had gained fo many battles by 

proxy, had prefided in perfon at fo many tournaments, 

had raifed fuch water-works, and fhed fuch ftreams of 
heretic blood, and, which was ftill more glorious, had 
enjoyed fo many of the fineft women in Europe, was 

at laft captivated by an old governante, and fighed away 
whole years at the feet of his venerable miftrefs as the 

worked at her tent with fpe@tacles. If Louis LE GRAND 

was not a judge of pleafure, who can pretend to be? if 
he was, in favour of what age did he give the gold- 

en apple? 

I sua t clofe my catalogue of ancient miftreffes with 
the renowned Ninon L’Enc os, a lady whofe life alone 
is fufficient to inculcate my doétrine in it’s utmoft force. 
I fhall fay nothing of her numerous conquefts for the 
firft half of her life: fhe had wit, youth and beauty, 
three ingredients which will always attraé filly admirers. 
It was not till her fifty-fixth year that her fuperior merit 
diftinguifhed itfelf; and from that to her ninetieth fhe 
went on improving in the real arts and charms of love. 
How unfortunate am I, that the did not live a few years 
longer, that I might have had the opportunity of wear- 
ing her chains! It was in her fifty-fixth year that the 


chevalier 
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chevalier de Vixz.1ERs, a natural fon whom fhe had 
had by the comte de Gerze, arrived at Paris from the 
provinces, where he had been educated without any 
knowledge of his real parents. He faw his mother ; 
he fell in love with her. The increafe, the vehemence 
of his paffion gave the greateft difquiets to the affectio- 
nate matron. At laft, when nothing but a difcovery of 
the truth could puta ftop, as fhe thought, to the im- 
petuofity of his attempts, fhe carried him into her bed- 
chamber 
tranfports of a young lover, juft on the brink of happi- 





Here my readers will eafily conceive the 


nefs with a charming miftrefs of near threefcore! As 
the adventurous youth would have puthed his enterpri- 
zes, fhe checked him, and pointing to a clock, faid, 


« Rath boy, look there! at that hour, two-and-twenty 
«« years ago, I was delivered of You in this very bed !” 
It is a certain fact, that the unfortunate, abafhed young 
man flew into the garden and fell upon his fword. 
This cataftrophe had like to have deprived the age of 
the moft accomplifhed miftrefs that ever adorned the 
Cytherean annals. It was above twenty years before 
the afflicted mother would liften to any addreffes of a 
tender nature. At length the polite Abeé de Gepoyn 
prefied and obtained an affignation. He came and found 
the enchanting Ninon lying on a couch, like the grand- 
mother of the Loves, in the moft gallant dithabille; and 
what was ftill more delightful, difpofed to indulge his 
utmoft wifhes. After the moft charming endear- 
ments, he afked her—but with the greateft refpect, 
why fhe had fo long deferred the cempletion of his hap- 
pinefs? ** Why, replied the, I muft confefs it proceed- 
“« ed from a remain of vanity: Idid pique myfelf upon 
«« having a lover at paft rourscorg, and it was but 
«< yefterday that I was EIGHTY compleat. 
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